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Situation 
 
Questions related to measurement protests. 
 
Question 1 
 
Could a figure in a measurement certificate that is the subject of a protest be considered as a 
'fact'? 
 
Answer 1 
The fact that the measurement certificate states a figure is a fact. If this figure is the subject of a 
protest it has to be verified before it becomes a fact found by the protest committee. 
 
Question 2 
 
When the only way to find a true fact is a new inspection or measurement and such inspection or 
measurement is possible, is the protest committee required to prescribe it, or is it optional? 
 
Answer 2 
 
The protest committee shall take every evidence it considers necessary in order to establish facts 
(rule 63.6). When the only way to establish facts is an equipment inspection or a new 
measurement, rule 64.3(d) will decide which party bears the cost of the measurement. 
 
Question 3 
 
When it appears likely that a boat is in breach a class rule, and evidence is presented indicating 
that the boat may have been in breach of the same class rule for a long time before the event in 
question (for example a written protest decision from a previous event where the boat is found to 
have broken the same class rule), should the protest committee include this evidence in the 
existing hearing? If not, should the protest committee initiate a new hearing based on this 
information?   
 
Answer 3 
 
The information from another event is not relevant in order to establish the breach of the class 
rule. However once a breach of a rule is established, the information from the previous event may 
be used to establish that the boat deliberately broke a rule and consequently broke rule 2 as well. 
The information from both protests may justify the calling of a hearing under rule 69.1(a). Unless 
rule 69 is invoked, a penalty can be applied only to the race or races referred to in the protest. 
 
Question 4 
 
When there is evidence that a boat has broken some class rules, may the protest committee 
prescribe measurement or inspection control beyond what is defined in the notice of race or 
measurement instruction? 
 



Answer 4 
 
A boat shall be maintained to comply with her class rules and her measurement certificate (rule 
78.1).  Following a valid protest, the protest committee may refer the case to the equipment 
inspectors in order to establish facts. See answer 2. 
 
Question 5 
 
May a protest committee reject a measurement protest when there is neither a possibility to 
measure the boat in question, nor to make a measurement inspection?   
 
Answer 5 
 
If the protest committee is unable to establish facts regarding a measurement protest, the protest 
should be dismissed and the matter should be reported to the class association or rating 
authority. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


